
 

 

Coachella Canal Area 
Resource Management Plan 
Fact Sheet 

Coachella Canal Study Area Description 
The portion of the Coachella Canal Area that is covered by the Resource 
Management Plan (RMP) is within Riverside County, California, and consists of 
about 30 miles of the canal and 3,990 acres of Bureau of Reclamation lands.  The 
study area is located just north of the Salton Sea and continues north near the 
communities of Mecca, Thermal, Coachella, and Indio and then extends south 
near La Quinta and Lake Cahuilla.  The Coachella Valley encompasses 
approximately 200,000 acres under a variety of ownerships.  Approximately 
35,000 acres of other Federal lands are under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of 
Land Management and the Bureau of Indian Affairs.  The State of California 
administers about 5,000 acres.  County, city, and private lands make up the 
remaining 156,000 acres. 

Current Management 
Almost all of the Coachella Canal Area lands are currently operated and managed 
by either the Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD), Riverside County, or 
Coachella Valley Recreation and Park District (CVRPD) through contractual 
agreements with Reclamation. 

All of the Coachella Canal, the associated protective works, and water delivery 
systems within the area being covered by this RMP are transferred works, 
transferred by Reclamation to the CVWD for care, operation, maintenance, and 
replacement.  By virtue of Reclamation’s authorized purposes, CVWD’s normal 
operation and management procedures and requirements are paramount to any 
other uses of these lands and, as such, will not be subject to modification by this 
plan.  Any uses proposed and/or alternatives considered will, by necessity, be 
considered in terms of their compatibility with CVWD’s operations and 
maintenance.  There is no termination date to this operation and management 
agreement, and it can be expected to run in perpetuity.   

The existing agreement with Riverside County is for the operation of a county 
park at Lake Cahuilla, a terminal regulating reservoir, a facility also operated by 
CVWD.  The CVWD’s normal operation of the terminal reservoir (Lake Cahuilla) 
requires a drawdown of the water level in the reservoir during the weekdays and a 
filling of the reservoir on weekends.  However, the water level may be fluctuated 
at any time by CVWD or Reclamation, and they reserve the right to vary the 



 

water levels to whatever extent deemed necessary or desirable for the purposes of 
project operations.  Water from Lake Cahuilla is removed by pipelines and 
delivered to farm lands along the western side of Coachella Valley.  The current 
contract between Reclamation and Riverside County expires on January 10, 2021. 

The existing agreement with CVRPD is for the use of Reclamation lands for the 
purpose of recreation development.  The CVRPD manages three separate areas on 
Coachella Canal Area lands for recreation.  The agreement expires April 23, 
2026. 

The existing agreements with Riverside County and CVRPD or similar types of 
management or right-of-use agreements are or will be subordinate to project 
purposes and needs of Reclamation and CVWD. 

Through normal operations, numerous crossing agreements between Reclamation 
and power companies, irrigation districts, and individuals have also been entered 
into over the years.  Agreements currently exist for all of the following types of 
uses, understanding that this listing might not be exhaustive:  bridges, access 
roads, crossing agreements, fences, power and transmission lines, telephone lines, 
fiber optic cables, water pipelines, and gas pipelines.  Pre-existing authorized land 
uses will continue to be honored and protected. 

Authorization 
The All-American Canal System was authorized under the Boulder Canyon 
Project Act of December 21, 1928 (45 Statute [Stat.] 1057).  The system included 
the Imperial Diversion Dam and Desilting Works, the 80-mile All-American 
Canal, the 123-mile Coachella Canal, and associated structures. 

Construction 
Construction of the All-American Canal began in 1934, following the 
construction of Hoover Dam.  The construction of Imperial Dam and Desilting 
Works began in January 1936 and was completed in July 1938.  The first 
irrigation water was delivered in 1940.  The All-American Canal was built from 
August 1938 to June 1948.  Construction was interrupted by World War II, and 
work stopped from 1942 to 1944.  Construction of the Coachella distribution 
system was initiated in 1948 and completed in 1954.  After initial construction, 
deficiencies were identified in the original delivery system.  To correct these 
deficiencies, a Rehabilitation and Betterment (R&B) Program was undertaken 
by the Coachella Valley Water District.  The R&B Program was authorized under 
the provisions of the Rehabilitation and Betterment Act of October 7, 1949 
(63 Stat. 74), as amended March 3, 1950 (64 Stat. 11).  The R&B work began in 
January 1964 and was essentially complete in 1977.  The primary features of the 
R&B Program were the construction of Lake Cahuilla, Dikes 2 and 4, and 
Avenue 64 Evacuation Channel, which extends about 6 miles to the Whitewater 
Storm Channel. 



 

Resource Management Plan 
Reclamation is updating the RMP prepared for the Coachella Canal Area in 1993.  
The updated RMP will address Reclamation’s management and resource 
responsibilities.  The purpose of the RMP is to provide direction for future 
management decisions according to currently recognized standards of proper land 
use.  The RMP will assist Reclamation in achieving responsible stewardship of 
the lands associated with the Coachella Canal.  In compliance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act, an environmental assessment will be completed by 
Reclamation.  Study work began in January 2005 and is expected to be completed 
within 18 months.  During this time, Reclamation will conduct public 
involvement activities to assure the opportunity for public participation in the 
planning process.    

For additional information, you may contact: 

Darrell Welch, Team Leader 
Bureau of Reclamation (D-8580) 
PO Box 25007 
Denver CO  80225-0007 
Phone (303) 445-2711 
Fax (720) 544-0603 
dwelch@do.usbr.gov 
 
or 
 
Peggy Haren, Study Manager 
Bureau of Reclamation (YAO-7120) 
Yuma Area Office 
7301 Calle Agua Sallada 
Yuma AZ  85364 
Phone (928) 343-8547 
Fax (928) 343-8320  
pharen@lc.usbr.gov 
 


